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Authority

The two major authorities that require Pennsylvania 

to protect its surface waters:

Federal Clean Water Act
Å Goal: to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and 

ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ.

Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law
Å Goals are similar to Clean Water Act but specific to Pa
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Water Quality Standards is Comprised of Three Components

ÅStatewide water uses

ÅCriteria to protect those uses

ÅAntidegradation Policy
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Uses

Å Designated uses - Those uses specified in 

ÄÄ93.4(a) and 93.9að93.9z for each water 

body or segment whether or not they are being 

attained. 

Å Existing uses  - Those uses actually attained in 

the water body on or after November 28, 1975, 

whether or not they are included in the water 

quality standards.
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Protected Water Uses
Aquatic Life

Cold Water Fishes Warm Water Fishes Trout Stocking

Migratory Fishes

Water Supply

Potable Water Supply Industrial Water Supply Livestock Water Supply

Wildlife Water Supply Irrigation

Other

Navigation

Recreation and Fish Consumption

Boating Fishing Water Contact Sports

Esthetics

Special Protection

High Quality Waters Exceptional Value 

Waters
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Water Quality Standards

Å Chapter 93 - Water Quality Standards 

(Regulation)

Å Chapter 16 - Water Quality Toxics Management 

Strategy ïStatement of Policy

Å Chapter 96 - Water Quality Standards 

Implementation

Å www.pacode.com
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Antidegradation

ÅProtect ñexisting usesò of all surface waters 

ÅProtect existing quality of High Quality Waters, 

except  when Social or Economic Justification 

(SEJ) is demonstrated.

ω Applies only when a degrading discharge cannot be avoided ς(a 

non-discharge analysis was completed)

ω Lǎ ŀ άōŀƭŀƴŎƛƴƎέ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ςcomparing the degree of water quality 
impact of the proposed discharge  with the social or economic benefits of the 
proposed project.

ÅProtect existing quality of Exceptional Value 

Waters (no exception)                                                                                                        
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SEJSpecial Protection Waters

High Quality Waters - HQ

Exceptional Value Waters - EV
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Qualifying as High Quality Waters
Chemistry:

Water Quality, based on at least 1 year of data, which 

exceeds water quality criteria 99% of the time for the 

following parameters:

Å Dissolved Oxygen

Å pH

Å Temperature

Å Total Iron

Å Aluminum

Å Ammonia ïNitrogen

Å Dis Copper

Å Dis Nickel

Å Dis Zinc

Å Dis Cadmium

Å Dis Arsenic

Å Dis Lead

One exceedance of criteria will constitute not meeting water quality 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ άŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ фф҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜέ


